My Teaching Philosophy: Personalizing Growth

What I have always wished to give my students is consistent individualization in teaching and the ability to be responsive to their needs. My teaching philosophy is to avoid the “sage-on-the-stage” approaches of academic yesteryear and personalize instruction as much as possible. What this means, as an instructor, is that it is my responsibility to invest in my students’ individual successes, setting realistic goals with them for their writing and being available to offer help when they need it. 

Something that I have told my classes before, in no uncertain terms, is that writing is not meant to be every student’s greatest strength. When in front of a group of secondary students, I understand that several who could be listening to me may have varied experiences with ELA. A realistic goal I set for each class, directly to their faces, is not that they will all love writing and be passionately eloquent in a few months’ time, but that they, like anyone else, can improve as writers. 

It is this realistic expectation I use to teach my classes that writing is a process. I not only speak about the subject as a skill that everyone can and should practice, but as a literal process of thinking and metacognition. Being that my passion and teaching experience have revolved around written argumentation (rhetoric), I have consistently tried to tailor my assignments toward what students wish to discuss. For this reason, I have always themed my courses around open-ended existential topics. This began when I first taught at Kennesaw State University, creating an ENGL 1101 based on “isms” and an ENGL 1102 based on sociolinguistics. It continues today as I serve Nature’s Way Montessori School as their adolescent language guide, teaching 7th and 8th grade students. These concepts—that writing is a thought process that takes practice and is done best when oriented around what students want to discuss—brought me to teaching and, itself, teaches me regularly. 

Ultimately, my intention is to personalize instruction as much as possible. This is done consistently in each class and revolves around the direct, transparent expression of my expectation: that every student simply wishes to improve their writing. Establishing this early for my students creates a teaching persona that is more approachable and, thus, allows for a more open dialogue. I believe, also, that encouraging my students to write about what interests them brings out their best work and shows them that my classroom can be a safe place for growth. By using the framework that writing is a thought process, I consistently aim to destigmatize ELA for my students, proving to them that the class is an open space for expression and guided self-improvement. In so doing, I find my passion for teaching and a desire, for many years to come, to keep personalizing writing whenever possible. 
